The World Health Organization and most public health organizations support the decriminalization of sex work. This improves access to public health services and sex workers do not live in fear of violence. The so-called Swedish or Scandinavian model, which prohibits males from buying sex has been endorsed by many organizations, but it may have increased "sex tourism" to other countries. There are reports of sex workers being placed in more dangerous situations where they are too frightened to report assaults to the police. 11 Public health researchers need to explore different models of sexual health service provisions to ascertain which one option offers the best public health and physical and mental health outcomes in different cultures.
Recognizing the importance of the sex industry in public health in our region, this journal has published more than 30 articles on the subject in the past 30 years. In this issue, we bring 2 more articles relating to the health of sex workers in India and Laos, along with a selection of other articles on regional public health issues. As this issue goes to press, your editors will be attending the 47th APACPH Conference in Bandung, Indonesia, where we hope to meet many of our authors and readers.
